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Research summary:

This study aims to explore the origins of Usul al-Figh (Principles of
Islamic Jurisprudence) and analyze the methodologies of its classification as
presented in classical compendia of sciences, employing an inductive and
analytical approach. The research traces the developmental stages of Usul
al-Figh beginning from the Prophetic era and the time of the Companions,
where its principles were implicitly practiced through engagement with

primary texts, followed by its evolution during the era of the Successors
alongside the emergence of juristic schools. The discipline later crystallized
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into an independent science with the advent of systematic writing, most
notably through Imam al-Shafi‘i’s seminal work al-Risalah. The study
further examines the factors that contributed to the emergence of authorship
in Usul al-Figh, including the expansion of the Islamic state, the
proliferation of new legal cases, and the gradual decline in linguistic
proficiency. Additionally, it analyzes the principal methodological trends in
Usul literature as reflected in the works of scholars: the theologians’ method
characterized by abstraction and rational inquiry, the jurists’ method
grounded in the application of principles to legal branches, and the later
integrative approach that combines both traditions. Moreover, the research
critically evaluates the claim that early scholars of Usul al-Figh were
predominantly non-Arab, demonstrating the weakness of this assertion and
its lack of solid scholarly foundation. The study concludes that Usul al-Figh
developed progressively rather than instantaneously, and that compendia of
sciences played a crucial role in documenting its evolution and highlighting
the diversity of its methodological approaches. It recommends further
scholarly attention to such compendia to better understand the historical
development of Islamic sciences.
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