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Abstract

This study examines the methodology adopted by Imam al-Bukhari
in his treatment of narrators who have been subject to scholarly criticism in
Sahih al-Bukhari. The research employs a theoretical, descriptive approach,
aiming to elucidate the general features of his critical method without
engaging in detailed applications or case-by-case analysis of individual
narrators. It seeks to clarify the foundational principles governing his
practice in transmitting reports from such narrators, with particular attention
to his selective criteria and the rigor of his scrutiny in accepting and
presenting narrations.

The study demonstrates that Imam al-Bukhari’s inclusion of reports
from narrators subject to criticism was not indiscriminate, but rather
regulated by precise methodological controls. These controls took into
account the varying degrees and types of criticism, as well as the
corroborating indicators surrounding the reports, in a manner consistent
with his objective of compiling the most authentic material within each
chapter. Furthermore, the study highlights that his handling of such
narrations reflects a distinct and specialized approach, differing from his
treatment of narrators whose reliability is firmly established, and
underscoring the depth and precision of his critical methodology.
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