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Abstract:
The Title of the Research is: (The Religion of Vodun in
Benin Republic (Presentation and Critics)

It appears from the title that the study of the subject focuses on a
type of religion to which its followers are subject in the Republic of Benin,
and this religion is considered one of the most prominent major religions in
the country, to the point that the country became famous in the world as (the
State of Vodun). The research aims to study this religion and its deviant
beliefs by discussing and commenting on them with a clear response to the
prevailing idea that the Vodun religion is the origin of all religions, with
effective and solid evidence from the Qur’an and Sunnah, and that the State
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of Benin is the source and cradle of the Vodun religion, and all of this is for
the sake of trying to prove the facts that monotheism is the religion accepted
by Allah, which is Islam. The methodology used in this humble research is
the descriptive, inductive, and analytical method with criticism, to achieve
the desired results from the research. Overall, this research consists of an
introduction and two main topics: Under each main topic is sub-topics and
connotations.

One of the most important findings reached is that the definition of
“religion” among Muslims differs from that of non-Muslims, and its concept
in the mentalities of most Muslims in Benin decades ago was limited to
divine laws. While the concept of the term religion in our current era goes
beyond that; It means to include the Vodun religion and everything related
to it; From using magic and sorcery; Indeed, African traditional medicine is
considered by some to be more general and culturally diverse. The research
elaborated on the connotations and meanings of the word (Vodun):
Explaining its relationship with religion and emphasizes that the focus of the
Vodun religion is the worship of the genius spirits of ancestors, hidden
forces, natural phenomena, and everything beyond human minds
represented in different structures. The research also mentioned the ways
and means by which this sweeping religion spread inside and outside Benin.
It also focuses on the aspects of Vodun’s beliefs and discussed them
scientifically and responded to them while explaining their close
relationship with magic and sorcery, as it is a belief surrounded by
contradictions, disturbances, and slander against Allah. Proving that behind
the worship of idols, fetishes, and gods that are worshiped instead of Allah.
May Allah bless them and grant them peace. Vodun is a type of magic in
which its people use jinn and seek the help of demons, even though they
disavow themselves of that, justifying themselves with flimsy and
unreliable arguments. Allah (SWT) said: (And some men used to seek
refuge with some Jinn so they increased each other in wickedness).

Pointing to the strong similarity and strong relationship between the
two religions (Voodooism and Christianity); The latter was influenced by
paganism at the core of its corrupt beliefs, which had their roots in the
pagans. Such as the doctrine of the Trinity and divine incarnation. I detailed
the position of the government, the Beninese and international community
on this religion and the position of the Islamic religion on it.

The research about the reality of the monasteries in Benin according
to the followers of Vodun. The research also talks about the efforts of the
first generation of Muslims in the Republic of Benin, their scholars and
preachers, and their great and distinguished care in warning Muslims against
falling into polytheism and supporting its people and explaining its dangers,
and their extreme keenness to call on the infidels and followers of the
Vodun religion to surrender to God through monotheism and divert them
from worshiping other than God alone. Without wasting the efforts and
efforts of graduate students from Arab countries in educating Muslims about
suppressing common heresies and reprehensible customs and traditions in
Beninese society. As well as their role in resisting and preventing the tide of
paganism and deviant beliefs in the country, and the role of mosques and
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Islamic institutions in combating corruption and polytheism in Benin.

Finally, the research advises me and all brothers who are students of
knowledge and preachers to pay attention to the call to Allah Almighty in
knowledge and action, and the scholars and preachers must enlighten the
people about what they are ignorant of in the reality of monotheism and that
there is no salvation without it. Pointing out the danger of their famous
saying that all religions call on Allah alone, but the method is what differs.
The research also suggests, given the spread of corruption, polytheism, and
ignorance in Beninese society and elsewhere, that Friday sermons
throughout the country should focus on the truth of monotheism and what is
contrary to it, and an explanation of its impact on the individual and society
and its benefits. It recommends that researchers write about social issues
and link them to monotheism and the doctrinal prohibitions that people fell
into in the state of Benin, to make it easier for students of Knowledge to
digest and benefit from it.
Keywords: Meaning of Vodun, Vodun doctrine, genius ancestors, worship
rituals, Vodun monasteries.
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